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Abstract

Two propositions are put forward on the origin and evolution of the progressive
marker “#,” (zhe) in Chinese in this paper: (i) The progressive marker “¥”
derived from the phase complement “¥;” in the “Verb + ¥+ object” pattern, and
the latter directly evolved from the directional complement “#;” whose meaning
is “Z[” in the “Verb + ¥+ Locative” pattern found in the historic documents
of the Middle Chinese. (ii) The function ward “#,” with continuous reading is
nothing but the highly bleached phase complement rather than the typical
progressive marker, and the typical progressive marker “#;” did not appear until
the Song dynasty.

Key wards: The progressive marker “%#;” (zhe) phase complements Historical

Chinese grammar.
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